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TOPIC/SUBJECT	OF	
THE	ACTIVITY	

Field	 Trip	 to	 Kerala:	 Munnar,	 Thekkady,	 Periyar	 National	 Park,	 Eravikulam	
National	Park	(January	2018)	

OBJECTIVES	 Amphibian	Biodiversity	Awreness	Trip	
	

METHODOLOGY	 Field	Trip		
OUTCOMES	
	

Students	visited	the	rainforests	of	Central	Western	Ghats	and	learned	to	
conduct	field	surveys	and	identification	of	amphibians	and	other	wildlife.	
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Benefits	for	Students:	

Traditional	field	trips	are	an	important	teaching	tool.	Field	trips	are	the	viable	method	of	extending	
the	traditional	classroom	environment	to	outdoors.	We	tested	some	of	the	biological	and	ecological	
theories	 discussed	 in	 class	 by	 introducing	 appropriate	 field	 research	 methods	 to	 students	 like	
acoustic	identification.		

Field	 experiences	 enhanced	 synthesis	 of	 information,	 cognitive	 reasoning	 ability,	 self-confidence,	
self-efficacy,	 and	 research	 collaboration	 skill	 among	 students.	 Being	 an	 important	 member	 of	 a	
research	 team,	 with	 significant	 contribution,	 elevated	 students'	 self-confidence	 and	 self-efficacy.	
Some	 of	 major	 benefits	 of	 this	 field	 trip	 include	 observing	 a	 natural	 setting	 first-hand,	 making	
learning	more	interesting	and	enjoyable,	providing	opportunities	for	students	to	gain	field	research	
experiences,	learning	through	active	participation	(hands-on	experience),	and	exploring	practical	or	
pressing	biological	and	ecological	issues	onsite.		

Students	observed	and	appreciated	the	following	naturally-occurring	phenomena:	The	diversity	and	
complexity	 of	 local	 and	 regional	 ecosystems,	 interaction	 among	 living	 organisms,	 interaction	
between	organisms	and	their	immediate	environments,	various	stages	of	ecological	succession,	how	
individual	organisms	and	populations	respond	to	environmental	stress,	how	communities	respond	to	
various	types	and	 intensities	of	disturbance,	as	well	as	why	certain	species	can	tolerate	or	recover	
from	severe	disturbance	substantially	more	than	others.	

Through	 the	 principles	 and	 applications	 of	 ecology,	 biogeography,	 and	 conservation	 biology,	
students	also	witnessed	why	plant	and	animal	species	are	distributed	the	way	they	are	and	learned	
why	certain	species	should	be	protected	by	law	as	endangered	and	threatened	species.	

The	 students	 conducted	 field	 surveys	 both	 during	 the	 day	 and	 night	 as	 many	 animal	 (like	
amphibians)	are	nocturnal		

Munnar:	Introducing	students	to	field	biology		

Faculty	Members		

1. Dr.	Vartika	Mathur	
2. Dr.	Robin	Suyesh	

	

List	of	Students:	

Biological	Science	Hons:	

1. Prateek	Yadav	(II	nd	Year)	
	

Zoology	Hons:	

1. Soumya	Mallick	(II	Year)	
2. Sukanya	Bhuyan		
3. Swastik	Pritam	Padhy		

	



Botany	Hons:	

1. Ashlesha	Manta	(I	year)	
2. Mansi	Dhaila	
3. Apoorv	Saini	

	

Life	Science:	

1. Surabhi	Chauhan	(II	year)	
2. Mansi	Kaushik	
3. Saadan	Hussain	(I	year)	
4. Abhay	Taare	
5. Om	Ram	
6. Nipun	Tanba	
7. Akhilesh	Yadav	

	

Physics	Hons:	

1. Lalit	Kumar	(I	year)	
2. Surabhi	Bajaj	
3. Shivansh	
4. Vansh	Grover	
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